ABSOLUTELY MUST READ OR NEVER TALK TO ME AGAIN

· East of Eden,  by John Steinbeck - It is a symbolic recreation of the biblical story of Cain and Abel woven into a history of California's Salinas Valley. Spanning the period between the American Civil War and the end of World War I, the novel highlights the conflicts of two generations of brothers.  This is an incredibly beautiful novel, my favorite of all time.  READ IT!!!  I read this book every year; it is one of the most important things to me.
· The Little Prince,  by Antoine de Saint-Exupéry - The narrator is a downed pilot in the Sahara Desert, frantically trying to repair his wrecked plane. His efforts are interrupted one day by the apparition of a little, well, prince, who asks him to draw a sheep.  This book is somewhat an indictment of being too ‘grown up’ and caring too much about material things over love, friendship, and loyalty.  Read it first in English, it won’t take you very long to get through, but if you regain your French, you must read it in French.  Alternating between the English and French versions can also be a good and fun way to practice your French.
· The Giver,  by Lois Lowry - In a world with no poverty, no crime, no sickness and no unemployment, and where every family is happy, 12-year-old Jonas is chosen to be the community's Receiver of Memories. Under the tutelage of the Elders and an old man known as the Giver, he discovers the disturbing truth about his utopian world and struggles against the weight of its hypocrisy.  It is a children’s book, but one that has great lessons for adults as well, lessons of the importance of memories, be they of happiness or pain.
· The Grapes of Wrath,  by John Steinbeck - When The Grapes of Wrath was published in 1939, America, still recovering from the Great Depression, came face to face with itself in a startling, lyrical way. John Steinbeck gathered the country's recent shames and devastations--the Hoovervilles, the desperate, dirty children, the dissolution of kin, the oppressive labor conditions--in the Joad family.  A brilliant historical novel that humanizes the face of the depression and the dust bowl.  Some people don’t like it for the intercessory chapters that are simply descriptive or detail general themes in dustbowl/Great Depression life, but I think it is all the stronger for that.
· To Kill a Mockingbird,  by Harper Lee - Set in the small Southern town of Maycomb, Alabama, during the Depression, To Kill a Mockingbird follows three years in the life of 8-year-old Scout Finch, her brother, Jem, and their father, Atticus--three years punctuated by the arrest and eventual trial of a young black man accused of raping a white woman. Though her story explores big themes, Harper Lee chooses to tell it through the eyes of a child. The result is a tough and tender novel of race, class, justice, and the pain of growing up.  This is another of those books that I read every year.  It is a classic and a must-read.
· A Tale of Two Cities,  by Charles Dickens - The "two cities" are Paris in the time of the French Revolution, and London.  A story of love and political intrigue.  ‘Tis a far, far better book you read than you have ever read before.
· Animal Farm,  by George Orwell - Fueled by Orwell's intense disillusionment with Soviet Communism, Animal Farm is a nearly perfect piece of writing, both an engaging story and an allegory that actually works. When the downtrodden beasts of Manor Farm oust their drunken human master and take over management of the land, all are awash in collectivist zeal. Everyone willingly works overtime, productivity soars, and for one brief, glorious season, every belly is full.  Too soon, however, the pigs, who have styled themselves leaders by virtue of their intelligence, succumb to the temptations of privilege and power. Barnyard animals and a chilling indictment of Communism…what could be better?
Must Read To Be My Friend
· Nineteen Eighty-Four,  by George Orwell - In a grim city and a terrifying country, where Big Brother is always Watching You and the Thought Police can practically read your mind, Winston is a man in grave danger for the simple reason that his memory still functions. He knows the Party's official image of the world is a fluid fiction. He knows the Party controls the people by feeding them lies and narrowing their imaginations through a process of bewilderment and brutalization that alienates each individual from his fellows and deprives him of every liberating human pursuit from reasoned inquiry to sexual passion. Drawn into a forbidden love affair, Winston finds the courage to join a secret revolutionary organization called The Brotherhood, dedicated to the destruction of the Party. Together with his beloved Julia, he hazards his life in a deadly match against the powers that be. Kind of reminds you of the Bush administration…
· The Killer Angels,  by Michael Shaara - This novel reveals more about the Battle of Gettysburg than any piece of learned nonfiction on the same subject. Michael Shaara's account of the three most important days of the Civil War features deft characterizations of all of the main actors, including Lee, Longstreet, Pickett, Buford, and Hancock. The most inspiring figure in the book, however, is Col. Joshua Lawrence Chamberlain, whose 20th Maine regiment of volunteers held the Union's left flank on the second day of the battle.  The beginning of this book is especially poetic, it held me transfixed and the first time I read it, I found myself re-reading pages and passages for their pure, lyrical beauty, an action somewhat unusual for me.  When he gets to the battle scenes the book becomes somewhat less poetic, but it is a very useful book for anybody wishing to get a better grasp on the Civil War in general and the Battle of Gettysburg in particular, especially the officers involved.
· The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy,  by Douglas Adams - Join Douglas Adams's hapless hero Arthur Dent as he travels the galaxy with his intrepid pal Ford Prefect, getting into horrible messes and generally wreaking hilarious havoc. Dent is grabbed from Earth moments before a cosmic construction team obliterates the planet to build a freeway.  I don’t generally read science fiction, but I love this book and all of its sequels.  There are 5 books in the ‘trilogy’ and all are worth reading, but the first 3 are absolutely essential.  All are quite funny and thought-provoking
· The Restaurant at the End of the Universe by Douglas Adams - Arthur and Ford, having survived the destruction of Earth by surreptitiously hitching a ride on a Vogon constructor ship, have been kicked off that ship by its commander. Now they find themselves aboard a stolen Improbability Drive ship commanded by Beeblebrox, ex-president of the Imperial Galactic Government and full-time thief.  See: Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy
· Life, the Universe and Everything by Douglas Adams - Reluctant space traveler Arthur Dent finds himself drawn into a race to save the universe from the people of Krikkit, who, upon discovering that they're not alone in the universe, set out to destroy it.  See: Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy
· The Daily Show with Jon Stewart Presents America (The Book),  by the writers of The Daily Show, Jon Stewart - Cheeky, irreverent and playfully ingenuous, this abbreviated history of democracy is everything one would expect from the writers of Comedy Central's fake news program.  The book is laid out like a textbook, with "Discussion Questions" ("Why do you think the Framers made the Constitution so soul-crushingly boring?"), "Classroom Activities" ("Using felt and yarn, make a hand puppet of Clarence Thomas. Ta-da! You're Antonin Scalia!") and plenty of amusing graphics.  Absolutely hilarious.  Plus, any book that has naked pictures of the Supreme Court justices HAS to be good.
· The Moon Is Down,  by John Steinbeck - In an unnamed country (similar to Norway) during World War II, a German sympathizer lures local men and the town's twelve soldiers into the forest long enough for the Germans to take the town. They occupy the home of the mayor as a sign of their power and commandeer the local coal mine. Mayor Orden has never before been a brave or very forceful man, but he is not a fool, and while he tries to keep order in the town, as the Germans demand, he refuses to use the power of his office to betray the ideals of his people. Soon the locals begin to sabotage everything the Germans can use to prolong the war. A brilliant book about popular resistance in WWII by a brilliant author.  I got odd looks when I was reading this book because of the swastika on the back, but it was worth it.  I have reread it many times..
· Chronicles of Narnia,  by C.S. Lewis – One of the very few sets of books that should be read three times: in childhood, early adulthood, and late in life. In brief, four children travel repeatedly to a world in which they are far more than mere children and everything is far more than it seems. Richly told, populated with fascinating characters, perfectly realized in detail of world and pacing of plot, and profoundly allegorical, the story is infused throughout with the timeless issues of good and evil, faith and hope.  These books are some of the best allegory I have ever read and are even better when taken as a set.  You must read them all, and you must read them in order
· Harry Potter, by J.K. Rowling – The coming-of-age adventures of a young wizard.  I cannot yet attest to the quality of book 6, but the first five are imaginative and engaging and should be read regardless of age.  
· The Phantom Tollbooth,  by Norton Juster - As Milo heads toward Dictionopolis he meets with the Whether Man ("for after all it's more important to know whether there will be weather than what the weather will be"), passes through The Doldrums (populated by Lethargarians), and picks up a watchdog named Tock (who has a giant alarm clock for a body). The brilliant satire and double entendre intensifies in the Word Market, where after a brief scuffle with Officer Short Shrift, Milo and Tock set off toward the Mountains of Ignorance to rescue the twin Princesses, Rhyme and Reason.  After The Giver, this is perhaps my favorite children’s book.  It only has about a 5th grade reading level, but the language jokes and irony are far more amusing to somebody with a much higher level of cognitive function.
· Lord of the Flies,  by William Gerald Golding - A group of English schoolboys are plane-wrecked on a deserted island.  Although Ralph tries to impose order and delegate responsibility, there are many in their number who would rather swim, play, or hunt the island's wild pig population. Soon Ralph's rules are being ignored or challenged outright.  The situation deteriorates as the trappings of civilization continue to fall away, until Ralph discovers that instead of being hunters, he and Piggy have become the hunted.  If you want to see human nature at its worst, here were are.
Very Highly Recommended
· Slaughterhouse-Five,  by Kurt Vonnegut
· Dreams from my Father, by Barack Obama

· The Other Boleyn Girl, by Phillipa Gregory

· The Plot Against America,  by Philip Roth
· The Know-It-All,  by A. J. Jacobs

· The Poisonwood Bible,  by Barbara Kingsolver

· Screwtape Letters,  by C.S. Lewis

· The Great Divorce,  by C.S. Lewis

· Kaffir Boy,  by Mark Mathabane

· The Kite Runner,  by Khaled Hosseini

· Confederates in the Attic,  by Tony Horowitz

· Under the Banner of Heaven,  by Jon Krakauer

· I, Rigoberta Menchu,  by Rigoberta Menchu, et al

· Reading Lolita in Tehran,  by Azar Nafisi

· Lolita, by Victor Nabokov

· Lipstick Jihad,  by Azadeh Moaveni
· The Bookseller of Kabul,  by Asne Seierstad
· The Culture of Fear,  by Barry Glassner

· Silence on the Mountain,  by Daniel Wilkinson

· Night,  by Elie Wiesel, et al

· Guns, Germs, and Steel,  by Jared Diamond

· The Crucible,  by Arthur Miller

· Fahrenheit 451,  by Ray Bradbury

· Awakening,  by Kate Chopin 
Highly Recommended

· The Great Gatsby,  by F. Scott Fitzgerald 

· The Massacre at El Mozote,  by Mark Danner

· So Long, and Thanks for All the Fish,  by Douglas Adams

· Mostly Harmless, Douglas Adams

· Collapse,  by Jared Diamond
· Mountains Beyond Mountains,  by Tracy Kidder
· Nickel and Dimed,  by Barbara Ehrenreich

· My Traitor's Heart,  by Rian Malan

· Uncle Tom’s Cabin,  by Harriet Beecher Stowe

· Rabbit-Proof Fence,  by Doris Pilkington

· Mutant Message Down Under,  by Marlo Morgan

· The Secret Life of Bees,  by Sue Kidd

· Life of Pi,  by Yann Martel

· A Yellow Raft in Blue Water,  by Michael Dorris

· Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress,  by Dai Sijie
· The Good Earth,  by Pearl S. Buck

· A Wrinkle in Time,  by Madeleine L'Engle
· A Wind in the Door,  by Madeleine L'Engle 

· A Swiftly Tilting Planet,  by Madeleine L'Engle
· Number the Stars,  by Lois Lowry

· Rush Limbaugh Is a Big Fat Idiot,  by Al Franken
· Lies and the Lying Liars Who Tell Them,  by Al Franken

· Invitation to a Beheading, by Victor Nabokov

· The Namesake,  by Jhumpa Lahiri
· The Lexus and the Olive Tree,  by Thomas Friedman
· The Metamorphosis,  by Franz Kafka
Also Recommended

· Native Son,  by Richard A. Wright

· Why Nations Go to War,  by John G. Stoessinger

· Brave New World,  by Aldous Huxley

· The Dogs of Babel,  by Carolyn Parkhurst

· The Lovely Bones,  by Alice Sebold

· The Devil in the White City,  by Erik Larson

· Three Junes,  by Julia Glass
· The Red Tent,  by Anita Diamant

· The Dante Club,  by Matthew Pearl
· Falling Angels,  by Tracy Chevalier

· The Wayward Bus,  by John Steinbeck

· Flags of Our Fathers,  by James Bradley, Ron Powers

· Deception Point,  by Dan Brown

· Holes,  by Louis Sachar

· Fast Food Nation,  by Eric Schlosser

· Native Roots,  by Jack Weatherford
· Fools Crow,  by James Welch

· Indian Givers,  by Jack Weatherford
· Of Mice and Men, by John Steinbeck
· A Short History of Nearly Everything,  by Bill Bryson
· Generations,  by William Strauss, Neil Howe
· What's Eating Gilbert Grape, by Peter Hedges
· The Bean Trees,  by Barbara Kingsolver
· The Scarlet Letter,  by Nathanial Hawthorne
· All Quiet on the Western Front,  by Erich Maria Remarque
· A Separate Peace,  by John Knowles
· What's the Matter with Kansas? How Conservatives Won the Heart of America,  by Thomas Frank
· The Piano Tuner,  by Daniel Mason
· The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time,  by Mark Haddon
· The Lake of Dead Languages,  by Carol Goodman
· Pigs in Heaven,  by Barbara Kingsolver
· Animal Dreams,  by Barbara Kingsolver
· The Alchemist,  by Paulo Coelho
· Death of A Salesman,  by Arthur Miller
